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INSE 6411 – Assignment 1: Textbook Topic  

 Objective: This exercise is meant to acquaint you with some further material and topics in the 

area of product design and development. It offers you the opportunity to present and discuss 

product design and development topics beyond the material covered in the class. 

 

 Assignment type: This is an individual assignment worth 7.5 % 

 

 Textbook topic selection: 
 

 Choose a specific topic which falls within the topic area of the design and product 

development. Preferably it is a topic of interest to you. Below is the list of suggested 

topics from which you can select: 

Benchmarking 

Crowdsourcing 

TRIZ 

Axiomatic design 

Robust design 

Design structure matrix 

Prototyping 

Industrial design 

Patents and intellectual property rights  

Design for environment, design for testing, design for maintenance, design for 

reliability, design for value (value engineering) 

Product development economics, cost estimation 

Managing projects 

 Each student has to present a different topic. Once you select your topic send me an 

email and you will be informed whether the topic is suitable and available (if not you 

have to choose another one). If you want to work on some other topic (not on the list) 

send me an e-mail with your suggestion. The selected topic/issue should be one which 

will not be discussed in the class. In any case you need my approval of the topic.  

 The source for your presentation can be the textbook or any other book, or some article 

on the Internet. It is not expected that the source will be a journal/conference article. It 

is preferable if you take all the information from one source (combining the information 

from multiple sources is possible but it will make the assignment more complicated) 

 Read and study the contents. You will need to know well the material because you will 

be asked questions related to it. 

 

 Textbook topic presentation:  

 Prepare a 10-minute presentation (using PowerPoint slides). Your presentation should 

be clear and interesting. It should attract the attention of other students and encourage 

the discussion in the class. 

 It is expected that your presentation will build on the knowledge gained in the class and 

go beyond the covered material. The presentation should not include anything which is 
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already discussed in the class; it should expand on this material, deepen the covered 

knowledge or bring another perspective related to the basic theme.  

 The presentation should summarize well the topic while highlighting the most 

important points. It should be interesting and informative for other students.  

 You should also include some input coming from you (opinion, evaluation, suggestion, 

discussion, comments) in your presentation. Indicate clearly your input in your slides. 

 You have to stick to the assigned time (you will lose points for longer or shorter 

presentations), so select only the most important and interesting points for the 

presentation. After the presentation, you will be asked questions (so you will have 

chance to explain the unclear points). 

 The presentation will take place during one of the presentation sessions. There will be 

seven possible sessions when you can present your assignments. You should select 

your session in the first lecture. The following are the tentative presentation session 

dates:  

February 5 

February 12 

February 19 

March 12 

March 19 

March 26   

 

 Q&A period:  
 After each presentation other students will be required to ask questions. If nobody 

volunteers to ask any questions the students will be randomly selected during the class. 

The relevancy and quality of the questions asked will count towards your grade for the 

participation (not for the assignments!). The participation in the Q&A period related to 

the assignment presentations is worth 5% of the final mark. Therefore the attendance 

of presentation sessions is required! 

 Textbook topic presentation evaluation:  

 Your grade for the presentation will be determined by your ability to select a suitable 

topic (getting approval), to summarize it effectively and in an interesting way, to 

highlight the most important/interesting points/lessons learned, to provide your input 

(opinion, evaluation, suggestion, discussion), to keep the exact presentation time, and 

by your ability to answer the questions asked by other students. The quality of your 

slides (e.g. too much writing, too small letters) and the oral presentation quality (please, 

do not read from the slides or from the paper during the presentation!) will be evaluated 

as well. You will receive 7.5% of the final mark for the presentation. 

 There are no reports to submit for this assignment.  

 The guidelines for the assignments can change  


