


 

 

Francois Barthelat obtained his B.Eng from Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’Electricité et de 

Mécanique (France), his Master from the University of Rochester and his PhD from 

Northwestern University. Over the course of his studies Dr. Barthelat examined the mechanics of 

multilayered ceramics, lattice materials, growth plate cartilage and mollusc shells. In 2006 he 

joined McGill University, where he started the Biomimetic Materials Laboratory whose mission 

is to explore the structure, mechanics and performance of natural materials and to develop new 

bio-inspired materials and systems.  

Dr. Barthelat won the Murphy and the Smith scholarships from Northwestern University, the 

Hetényi Award for the best paper in Experimental Mechanics, Best Paper Awards from the 

12th International Conference of Fracture (ICF12) and the Society for Experimental Mechanics 

Annual Conference. He was also the recipient of a Discovery Accelerator Supplement Award 

from the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada. 
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